
2018 - 19 2019 - 20 

Total 
(2 year 
period) 

Number of 
Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait 
Islander people 
searched 492 473 965

Age 2018-19 2019-20

Total 
(2 year 
period) 

11 1 1 2
13 2 0 2
14 2 3 5
15 5 3 8
16 6 4 10
17 6 9 15
18 14 11 25
19 15 21 36
20 13 14 27
21 20 17 37
22 17 23 40
23 23 14 37
24 22 14 36
25 26 18 44
26 26 18 44
27 11 24 35
28 14 13 27
29 15 19 34
30 17 17 34
31 13 19 32
32 21 12 33
33 12 14 26
34 18 18 36
35 19 19 38
36 9 11 20
37 13 16 29
38 11 6 17
39 16 11 27

The total number of Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander people strip searched

A break-down of age of the total number of 
strip searches conducted on Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander people

NSW Police data obtained by via access to information
laws – Redfern Legal Centre 2020



40 13 15 28
41 11 8 19
42 12 8 20
43 14 9 23
44 5 10 15
45 9 7 16
46 7 6 13
47 4 5 9
48 7 3 10
49 4 7 11
50 3 3 6
51 2 6 8
52 5 1 6
53 1 4 5
54 1 4 5
55 0 2 2
56 1 1 2
57 0 1 1
59 0 2 2
60 0 1 1
61 1 0 1
63 1 0 1
65 1 0 1
69 1 0 1
70 1 0 1
72 1 1 2



Person Gender 2018-19 2019-20 Total (2 year period)
Female 1462 910 2372
Male 3904 2840 6744
Total searches 5366 3750 9116

A&TSI Gender 2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period) 
Female 174 150 324
Male 318 323 641
Total searches 492 473 965

A break-down of gender of persons strip searched

A break-down of gender of the total number of strip searches 
conducted on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples



Age 2018- 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period)
10 - 17 years 175 96 271

Age 2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period)
11 1 1 2
13 4 0 4
14 7 6 13
15 20 21 41
16 58 25 83
17 85 43 128
18 283 163 446
19 420 191 611
20 346 158 504
21 359 180 539
22 300 165 465
23 319 163 482
24 259 160 419
25 242 164 406
26 233 137 370
27 183 133 316
28 147 114 261
29 145 125 270
30 145 115 260
31 113 109 222
32 147 98 245
33 121 100 221
34 113 96 209
35 112 87 199
36 93 96 189
37 100 107 207
38 125 96 221
39 86 95 181
40 72 80 152
41 77 71 148
42 61 75 136
43 63 71 134
44 62 64 126
45 62 54 116
46 52 61 113
47 42 53 95
48 69 31 100
49 35 47 82

A break-down of age of persons strip searched

The number of strip searches conducted on a child 
(at least 10 years of age but under 18) by NSW 
Police



50 34 31 65
51 21 25 46
52 21 30 51
53 22 15 37
54 18 12 30
55 11 10 21
56 5 16 21
57 12 17 29
58 14 8 22
59 9 7 16
60 5 8 13
61 6 3 9
62 2 6 8
63 3 2 5
64 4 1 5
65 3 1 4
66 2 1 3
67 2 0 2
68 3 0 3
69 1 1 2
70 4 0 4
72 1 1 2
73 1 0 1
75 1 0 1



Search Type 2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period) 
Strip 5366 3750 9116

Further Classifcation 2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period) Percentage
Item/Object 
Not Found 3546 2032 5578 61%
Item/Object 
Found 1807 1709 3516 39%

Person Gender 2018-19 2019-20 TOTAL (2 year period) Percentage
Female 1462 910 2372 26%
Male 3904 2840 6744 74%

2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period) PercentageNumber of 
Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait 
Islander 492 473 965 11%

Age 2018- 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period) Percentage
10 - 17 years 175 96 271 3%

Rank Suburb
Total 
(2 year period) Percentage

1 Sydney 735 8%
2 Sydney Olympic Park 676 7%
3 Surry Hills 315 3%
4 Moore Park 288 3%
5 Parramatta 273 3%

The number of strip searches conducted on a child (at least 10 years of age but 
under 18) by NSW Police

A break-down by suburb: over the two year period of the top 5 
suburbs that conducted the most strip searches

The number of searches conducted by NSW Police

The number of searches where an item/object was/was not found

A break-down of gender of persons strip searched

The total number of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people strip searched



Rank
Incident Responsible 
PAC/PD

Total 
(2 year period) Percentage

1 Sydney City 984 11%
2 Auburn 819 9%
3 Surry Hills 630 7%
4 Eastern Suburbs 503 6%
5 Nepean 391 4%
6 Eastern Beaches 342 4%
7 Parramatta 277 3%
8 Liverpool City 270 3%
9 Orana Mid Western Pd 261 3%
10 Tweed/Byron 240 3%

2018 - 19 2019 - 20 
Total 
(2 year period) Percentage

Number of 
Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait 
Islander 
people  
searched 492 473 965 11%

Rank Suburb
Total 
(2 year period)

1 Dubbo 66
2 Taree 43
3 Surry Hills 37
4 Moree 32
5 Wellington 26

The total number of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people strip searched

The top 5 suburbs that conducted the most 
strip searches of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people over the 2 year period

A break-down by Police Area of Commands: over the two year 
period of the top 10 PAC/PDs that conducted the most strip 



Age 2018-19 2019-20
Total 
(2 year period) 

11 1 1 2
13 2 0 2
14 2 3 5
15 5 3 8
16 6 4 10
17 6 9 15
Total searches 22 20 42

The total number of Aboriginal children strip searched (aged 11 - 
17 years) over the 2 year period



Search Type 2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period) 
Strip 5366 3750 9116

Further Classifcation 2018 - 19 2019 - 20 Total (2 year period)
Item/Object Not Found 3546 2032 5578
Item/Object Found 1807 1709 3516

Involved Object Type 2018-19 2019-20 Total (2 year period)
Amusement/Vending Machine 1 1 2
Appliance Electric 0 1 1
Bicycle 2 12 14
Book/Stationary 2 2 4
Cash/Document 79 107 186
Clothing 6 14 20
Communications Equipment 17 25 42
Computer Ware 6 4 10
Credit Card 14 21 35
Currency 12 9 21
Drivers Licence 3 3 6
Drug 1510 1356 2866
Drug Implement 95 105 200
Explosive-Incendiary-Irritant 2 1 3
Firearm 2 2 4
Firearm - Accessory/Attachment 1 3 4
Fuel 0 1 1
Hardware/Building/Decorating 1 0 1
Home Entertainment Equipment 4 2 6
Household Item 0 1 1
Id Documents 2 6 8
Image/Photograph 1 0 1
Jewellery 5 4 9
Jewellery - Chain 1 2 3
Jewellery - Ring 5 3 8
Jewellery - Watch 4 3 7
Leisure Equipment 1 0 1
Liquor - Beer/Fortified/Wine 0 1 1
Liquor - Spirit/Liqueur 12 8 20
Luggage 1 2 3
Measuring Instrument 1 0 1
Medical Item 6 7 13
Medicare Card 1 1 2
Miscellaneous 21 20 41
Money 3 3 6

The number of searches conducted by NSW Police

The number of searches where an item/object was/was not found

The type of item found when an item/object was found



Office Equipment 0 2 2
Optical 1 2 3
Other 8 12 20
Other Id Card (Club. Mbr, Uni etc) 0 1 1
Paint/Paint Accessory 2 1 3
Payment Cards 0 1 1
Personal Health/Fitness Monitor 0 1 1
Personal Info; Name, Addr, Dob, Pwd 0 1 1
Personal Item 5 10 15
Photographic/Video Equipment 0 1 1
Prohibited Article 38 40 78
Sharp/Cutting Instrument 90 133 223
Sport - Outdoor Equipment 1 0 1
Textile 0 1 1
Tobacco - Product/Accessory 16 4 20
Tool 10 7 17
Vehicle Accessory 1 1 2
Vehicle Plate 1 0 1
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